
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  August 7, 2011 
Title:  God qualified His people to Receive His Redemptive Gifts 
Text:  Colossians 1:9-14 
Theme: The blessing of salvation is secured solely by the work of God the Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit. 
 
Introduction:  
“Paul’s 218-word sentence starts here at verse 9 and reaches through verse 20.  Beginning at 
verse 15, however, and continuing through verse 20, Christ’s Pre-eminence is set forth.  Hence, 
1:9-14 can be considered a unit of thought all by itself.  In the original this part of the sentence 
– six verses in all – has 106 words.”1   
 
“In the Greek text, vv. 9-14 is a single complex sentence that may usefully be broken down into 
there main parts: 1) Paul’s assertion of regular prayer on behalf of he Colossians (vv. 9-10a), 2) 
a further description of what this lifestyle looks like (vv. 10b-12a), and 3) a rehearsal of the 
deliverance from sin provided to the readers by God the Father the Son (vv. 12b-14).”2   
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
“It begins as follows: And for this reason, that is, not only because of the love mentioned in the 
immediately preceding verse but on the basis of all the evidences of God’s grace in the lives of 
the Colossians as described in verses 3-8.”3   
 
The Storyline: 
God’s seed promise is fulfilled and His picture is completed in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ.  His people are now fully and finally free.  Colossians explains just how lavish God is 
in dispensing His benefits to His people and just how richly favored His people are because of 
this. 
 
The Problem: 
Whatever this text might mean it cannot mean bondage for the believer or some kind of 
conditional requirement for God’s approval of His people.  If we make this text about us, then 
we have fallen into the Colossians error.  How do we safeguard against this threat? By keeping 
our eyes on Jesus who is the author and finisher of our faith. 
 
God qualified us.  He is the one who secured for us our inheritance.  There is nothing we have 
to do to receive this inheritance.  The idea of a worthy walk which is pleasing to Him cannot 
be dependent on anything we do.  The God who makes us suitable to receive the inheritance is 
not in this text laying down the criteria for its enjoyment.  The one who makes us worthy also 
makes us pleasing. 
 
Questions: (See study questions for Colossians 1:9-14) 
 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know the magnitude of what God did in 

redeeming His people. 
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To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose to rest in His finished work and not rely 
in anyway on our own. 

To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of God’s redemptive activity. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. Prayer’s importance 
 
Remember, Epaphras reported to Paul the threats and needs of this local church.  Paul is 
imprisoned in Rome.  How does Paul minister to this fledging flock?  Paul writes them his 
thoughts and he prays.  I am always learning in this area of prayer.  We never pray as we 
ought, but we must perpetually seek to be in communication with our God.  Our prayer 
affirms our dependency on Him. 
 
Our prayer acknowledges His control over all things.  We affirm that from Him, through Him, 
and for Him are all things.  Paul believed this, and thus he prayed.   
 
The importance of prayer in the life of Paul is seen in the commitment Paul made to them 
through prayer (“do not cease” Present Middle Indicative).  Paul’s commitment to the 
believers in Colossae is seen in his unrelenting concern for their spiritual walk.  This appears 
to be a common thread in powerful praying (1 Sam. 12:23; Acts 12:5; 1 Thess. 1:3; 5:17; 2 Thess. 
1:11; 2 Timothy 1:3; Philemon 4). 
 

“Moreover as for me, God forbid that I should sin against the LORD in ceasing to pray for 
you: but I will teach you the good and the right way” (1 Sam. 12:23). 
 
“Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church 
unto God for him” (Acts 12:5). 
 
“Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labor of love, and patience of hope 
in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father” (1 Thess. 1:3). 
 
“Pray without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17). 
 
“Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this 
calling, and fulfill all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power” 
(2 Thess. 1:11). 
 
“I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with pure conscience, that without ceasing 
I have remembrance of thee in my prayers night and day” (2 Tim. 1:3). 
 
“I thank my God, making mention of thee always in my prayers” (Philemon 4). 

 
After listening to the various verses accenting ceaseless prayer, perhaps you feel a tinge of 
guilt, or perhaps you are mildly chided for your lack of perseverance in the area of prayer.  Let 
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us simply shrug off our negligence and put our hands to the task of praying, and then pray.  
Much can be done if we will simply pray.  Apparently prayer for the apostle Paul was not a 
passing thing, but one of his core activities.  Friends, pray for us and for this work.  Your 
prayers are the lubricant that makes the gears of ministry move the mission forward.  May 
God continue to press us in this matter of praying one for another.   
 
The importance Paul placed on prayer is also seen by the words “praying” and “asking” (v.9b 
“to pray for you and to ask”) 
 
Both of these words, “to pray and to ask” are present passive/middle participles.  Both stress 
the chronic nature of Paul’s prayer life.  These are what some would call circumstantial 
participles.  This means they describe an action that is accompanying the main verb of hearing 
and not stopping.   
 
The first word for prayer describes what Paul is doing.  The second word “ask” is another 
prayer word (aiteo). Except that the second word describes how Paul is doing it.  The second 
word occurs seventy-one times in the New Testament.  Forty-eight times it is translated by the 
common word “ask.”  However, it is also translated by the word “desire” (17 times), “beg” (2 
times), and “crave” (1 time).  Thus the intensity of Paul’s petition is more than an impersonal 
prayer, but rather a passionate plea.  
 
When I read such statements I often will immediately bow my head and pray for those to 
whom I am going to minister.  I do not pray as I ought, but instead of feeling defeated I cast 
myself upon the goodness of God and seek to resolve in the execution of my opportunities to 
pray.  May God harden us in our resolve to persevere in praying one for another. 
 

II. Prayer’s motive (v. 9a “For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease”) 
 
See further 1:3-8.  The gospel and their acceptance of it drove Paul to pray for its fruit in them 
and through them to those around them. 
 
“The foundation of what he prays for is that the new Christian instinct may become firmly 
implanted in them.”4   
 
Paul’s prayer finds as its backdrop the conversion experience of those to whom he is writing.  
Paul’s gratitude in verses three-eight spills over into a spirit-filled prayer for their daily walk.  
It is as if he is answering the question, “now that I am saved what am I to be doing?”  Paul 
answers that question with the content of his prayer. 

 
III. Prayer’s Content (vv.10-12) 

 
“Paul’s prayer passes to two other things: behavior and bearing fruit (v. 10).  The new instinct 
implanted in the Christian will lead him or her to a new lifestyle, which delights God not least 
because it reflects at last his glorious intention for his human creatures.”5  
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This section forms for us the actual body of the prayer.  Unfortunately, when Paul’s prayers 
are examined they will often make us feel like ignorant visionaries.  We pray for things that 
are hardships and temporal, and Paul prays for things that are heavenly and eternal.  Let us 
allow Paul to raise our vision in prayer for grander goals. 

  
A. The request to be filled  

 
“that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual 
understanding;” 
 
The knowledge Paul seeks is graciously dispense from God to His people.  It is not occult or 
mysterious.  It is not a Gnostic type knowledge that only the select few can achieve and attain.  
It is openly allotted to all who come to Jesus. 
 
“The clear knowledge of God’s will which is our basic petition for you is incomparably richer 
and more satisfying than the knowledge or gnosis that is held out to you by the advocates of 
heresy.”6   
 
The will Paul desires for us to know requires spiritual wisdom and understanding.  God wants 
us to see Jesus Christ as the centerpiece of His Story whereby He redeems sinners and adopts 
sons and daughters.  It is His will to make us worthy of His presence.  Those who are “one 
flesh” with His Son live in a manner that is pleasing to Him and compatible to His character.  
Apart from the magnificence of Jesus Christ there is no means whereby the sinner or saint can 
live in a manner that is reflective of God’s redemptive activity.  Apart from Jesus Christ no one 
will ever please God. 
 
This is the actual petition (hina).  This forms the foundation upon which the rest of the request 
is going to build upon and flow from.  Without this part of the request, the rest is futile.  
Remember my opening statement?  “I believe you will find it absolutely liberating when you 
find that the answer is outside of your ability to perform.”  Here is what I mean:  We all wish 
to live our lives in such a way as to be pleasing to the Lord.  However, most try to live the 
Christian life independent of the power to do so.  Thus, we strive and work and sweat and 
worry and lay in frustrated piles of failure.  Why?  Because we cannot walk worthy of the Lord 
unto all pleasing in and of ourselves.  Unless the first part of Paul’s petition is met, the second 
part will always be marked by spiritual defeat.  The “filling” enables the “walking.”  This 
filling is the gas in his tank, the nutrients in his food, and the very life in his body.  Without it, 
nothing is possible.   
 
Paul uses the subjunctive mood.  The subjunctive is the mood of probability, “it might happen, 
but than again, and it might not.”  Thus, if you are filled, you will walk.  However, if you are 
not, then you will not. 
 
Notice what Paul wishes us to be filled with, “the knowledge of His will.”  
 

• First, the word used for “fill” speaks of a liberal or overflowing fullness.   
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• Second, the knowledge is an exact and correct knowledge.   

• Third, the knowledge of His will is in the area of or acquired by means of “wisdom and 
spiritual understanding.”   

 
Before we venture any further let us not work from the premise that God’s will is mysterious 
or secretive.  God’s will is open and public.   
 
“So when Paul prays that his friends may have wisdom and understanding, he is praying that 
they may understand the great truths of Christianity and may be able to apply them to the 
tasks and decisions which meet them in everyday living.  A man may quite easily be a master 
of theology and a failure in living.”7   
 

The small preposition in (εν) can either be location or instrument.  Thus he is either desirous of  
us having a knowledge of His will in the areas of wisdom and spiritual understanding, or he is 
desirous of us having a knowledge of His will by means of wisdom and spiritual 
understanding.  I lean toward the latter.  It is by means of wisdom and spiritual understanding 
that I am able to have an exact and correct knowledge of His will.  Thus, being at the table 
ready to eat does not satisfy my hunger.  It is only as I eat that my hunger is stayed.  Therefore, 
it is not in the presence of wisdom that I find His will, but in the appropriation of wisdom that 
His will is found. 
 
What is of equal interest is that the verb is in the passive voice.  This is something that you are 
a recipient of.  It is not something that you can acquire for yourself.  I will know His will only 
as I have wisdom and spiritual understanding.  Thus what I need are these two things.  Does 
any passage of Scripture come to mind when we address this issue of wisdom being 
dispensed?   
 

“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not; and it shall be given him” (James 1:5). 

 
If wisdom is the means whereby knowledge of His will is acquired, then let us pray that God 
will give us His wisdom.  The idea of spiritual understanding is the ability to put all of the 
various pieces together.  The word “understanding” has the idea of blending or flowing 
together.  It is that of mixing the various parts into a unified whole.  Perhaps the reason why 
we are not filled with an exact knowledge of His will is that we lack both wisdom and spiritual 
understanding?  May this become our goal, to pray in such a way as to acquire the things that 
are lacking. 
 
I still have a question: “is the filling parallel to the idea of Spirit controlling?”  Is the 
knowledge of His will providing me with the instructions as to how to walk or is it providing 
me with the enablement to walk?  Personally, if it is instructional, then it is anthropocentric; 
this is what I have to do.  If it is enablement, then it is Theo-centric; this is what He is going to 
do.  Let us save this thought for later on when we look at the realization of Paul’s prayer. 
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B. The reason for the request 
 
“That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing,” 
 
“The knowledge for which Paul prayed was designed to lead to righteous behavior.”8   
 
“That this God-glorifying conduct will actually be the result of being filled with clear 
knowledge of his will is easy to see, for the more God’s children know Him, the more they will 
also love him; and the more they love him, the more they will also wish to obey him in 
thought, word, and deed.”9   
 
Once the petition to be filled is fulfilled, we then move into the reason for the request.  Here is 
why he wants us to be filled with His will: it is so that we might walk worthy of the Lord.  It is 
an infinitive of purpose or result.  This answers the question, “why.” 
 
Paul’s request for filling is so that we walk in a fashion that is worthy of the Lord.  There are 
three words that need to be examined. 
 

1. The idea of worthiness 
 
Worthiness speaks of comparable or compatible.  Two objects are set against each other and 
each object when compared to the other is found to be equal or suitable to the other object. 
 
When Paul stood before Claudius in Acts 23, Claudius knew that the punishment was not 
comparable to the crime.  The crime was not worthy of the sentence wishing to be passed (Acts 
23:29). 
 

“Whom I perceived to be accused of questions of their law, but to have nothing laid to 
his charge worthy of death or of bonds” (Acts 23:29). 

 
On the other side, Jesus said if you are not willing to sacrifice everything for me, then you are 
not worthy of being my disciple (Matt. 10:37, 38). 
 

37 “He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that 
loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.  38 And he that taketh not his 
cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me” (Matt. 10:37, 38). 

 
When all of humanity stands before the throne of God we shall bow down before Him and cry 
worthy is the Lamb.  Such action is suitable to the object.  The two actions of us giving and 
Him receiving are compatible objects.   
 
Thus Paul exhorts us to live our lives in a manner that is suitable to our Lord.  He made this 
same statement in Ephesians 4:1, Philippians 1:27, and First Thessalonians 2:12. 
 

“I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith ye are called” (Eph. 4:1). 
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“Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come 
and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, 
with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel” (Phil. 1:27). 
 
“That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory” 
(1 Thess. 2:12). 

 
There is no sacrifice or activity done by the power of the Spirit in the name of Christ that can 
somehow exceed what He rightfully deserves.  Our sacrifice and activity never creates a 
surplus or abundance.  There is never “extra.”  Everything that can be done for Him, He is 
worthy of. 
 

2. The preposition eis. 
 
This small preposition carries the idea of one entering into a room.  It is the idea of getting into 
an object.  The worthy walk places us into the room of that which pleases the Father. 
 

3. The idea of pleasing. 
 
This is the only time this word is used as a noun.  The verb occurs seventeen times.  When the 
daughter of Herodias danced before Herod, it is said that she pleased him (Matt. 14:6).   Paul 
tells us that those who live after the “flesh cannot please God” (Rom. 8:8).  Christianity is 
others-oriented.  It is not for the purpose of pleasing self (Rom. 15:1-3; 1 Cor. 10:33).  To be a 
men pleaser, Paul said he would not be the servant of Christ (Gal. 1:10).  Paul notes how our 
walk can please God (1 Thess. 4:1).  We are exhorted to abandon our entanglements to this 
world.  Why?  In order that we may please him who has chosen us to be a soldier (2 Tim. 2:4). 
 
The only life that pleases God is the life that is sourced in and flowing from Jesus Christ.  This 
is not a life anything outside of God can generate.  Only God can truly and fully please God. 
 

C. The realization of the request 
 
What follows is a description of a worthy walk.  The four actions are not exhaustive.  A worthy 
walk can have more than this, but it will have at least this.  All four of the following 
descriptions are present participles.  These four qualities are to mark the Christian life.  Paul 
will know that his request has been fulfilled when he sees these four patterns in the believer’s 
life.    
 
Our problem is seeing these four participles as prescriptive in that if we do these things, then 
we are filled and in His will.  Yet the four marks do not make us in His will or filled with His 
knowledge.  When we are filled with His knowledge, then these four marks are present.  I 
argue the marks are descriptive and not prescriptive.  They describe those who are already 
qualified; they are not the means to qualification.  With all this said, let us consider the four 
marks of the Christ Life. 
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1. The Christ Life (i.e. a worthy walk) is marked by an increase of good 

works (“being fruitful in every good work,”) 
 
What is fruitfulness or what are these good works so often talked about in the Scripture?  May 
I suggest that fruitfulness or the displaying of good works is simply the manifestation of 
Christ in our earthen vessel.  To increase in good works is to display Christ in our earthen 
vessels in a greater degree day by day.  How?  By daily becoming a living sacrifice. 

 
2. The Christ Life (i.e. a worthy walk) is marked by an increase in one’s 

knowledge of God (“and increasing in the knowledge of God”) 
 
Peter makes the same comment in Second Peter 3:18, “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.”  Are you 
intentional in your pursuit of Bible knowledge?  Have you set aside time to study His Word?  
Do you have a plan?  Increasing in knowledge will not come without disciplined 
determination.  Are you ready to get serious? 
 

3. The Christ Life (i.e. a worthy walk) marked by perseverance in the midst 
of daily living (“Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious 
power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness”) 

 
“God’s power has already delivered us from the kingdom of darkness and transferred us into 
the kingdom of his son, Jesus.  That same power is now available to continue to work of 
bringing our lives into conformity with the new world which opens up before us.”10   
 

“He prays that his Colossian friends may possess all fortitude, patience and joy.  Fortitude 
and patience are two great Greek words which often keep company. [Fortitude] means not 
only the ability to bear things, but the ability, in bearing them, to turn them into glory.  It is 
a conquering patience.  [Patience] is patience with people.  It is the quality of mind and 
heart which enables a man so to bear with people that their unpleasantness and 
maliciousness and cruelty will never drive him to bitterness, that their un-teachable-ness 
will never drive him to despair, that their folly will never drive him to irritation, and that 
their un-loveliness will never alter his love.  So Paul prays for hupomone, the fortitude 
which no situation can defeat, and makrothumia, the patience which no person can defeat.  
He prays that the Christian may be such that no circumstances will defeat his strength and 
no human being defeat his love.  Added to all this there is joy.  As C. F.  D. Moule puts it: ‘If 
joy is not rooted in the soil of suffering, it is shallow.’”11   

 
“Longsuffering characterizes the person who, in relation to those who oppose or molest him, 
exercises patience, refusing to yield to passion or to outbursts of anger.  Another distinction is 
that longsuffering is shown in one’s attitude not to things but to persons.”12   
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Friend, the power of this idea becomes significant in our relationship with others.  Think of 
those relationships where such testing takes place and longsuffering is necessary: family, 
marriage, work, and local church congregations. 
 
Paul uses three power words (dunamoo, dunamis, kratos). I am always amazed in the 
Scripture how we as believers are to enjoy the power of God upon us.  My amazement lies in 
knowing the power exists and perhaps partaking of the power, but not realizing the power or 
not “feeling” the power.  I want a powerful and dynamic faith, a faith that thrives and pulsates 
with life.  A faith that believes the impossible, touches the intangible, and sees the invisible.  I 
want the power of God resting fully upon me. 
 

4. The Christ Life (i.e. a worthy walk) is marked by the giving of thanks 
(“Giving thanks unto the Father”) 

 
Verse 12 gives us our fourth participle.  It is not only the fourth mark of the Christ life, but also 
functions as a doxological statement leading us to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
We have already accented this idea heavily in verses 3-8.  Have you been learning to give 
thanks in all things and for all things?   
 
Paul breaks forth in a declarative statement of praise.  Our chapter begins with a statement of 
thanksgiving, then prayer and now praise.  It is an explosion of exuberant praise and 
adoration of Christ in His person and actions. 
 

IV. Prayer’s object/audience - the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ (vv. 12-14) 
 
Why do we pray to the Father (cf. 1:3)? 
 

A. The Father qualified us to become partakers of a heavenly inheritance (v.12b). 
 
Paul uses an Aorist Active Participle form of the verb (hikanoo). It is found only two times in 
the New Testament.  It does occur forty-one times as a noun.  As a verb it means, “To make 
sufficient, to render fit.”  The idea is that of “equipping one with adequate power to perform 
duties.”  As a noun it is translated by words such as, “sufficient, able, worthy.”    The Father 
has made us able or worthy of our heavenly inheritance.  There is nothing we can do to meet 
the necessary standard. 
 

B. The Father delivered us from the power of darkness (v.13a). 
 
“Verses 13 and 14 summarize the divine work of redemption.  The details follow in verses 15-
23.”13   
 
Paul states the centrality of the gospel in verses 3-8.  He then speaks of our inheritance 
provided for and allotted to the believer in verses 9-15.  He finally shifts to the incarnation of 
gospel truth, Jesus Christ (vv. 15-23).  
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(Aorist Middle Indicative)  This deliverance is a rescuing of the believer from the power of 
darkness, from the devil himself.  This is perhaps the negative side of the positive which is to 
follow.  He saved us from the drowning we existed in.  He rescued us from darkness, bondage, 
and guilt. 
 
The dark authority under which we existed is marked by bondage and guilt.  The kingdom of 
God’s Son is marked by light, freedom and no condemnation or not guilty verdict. 
 

C. The Father translated us into the kingdom of his beloved Son (v.13b). 
 
(Aorist Active Indicative).  This is positional truth.  We are presently residing in a kingdom 
ruled by Christ Himself.   This is not a potential kingdom, but an actual kingdom.  It is not a 
tangible kingdom, but a translucent kingdom.  This kingdom over which Christ rules is a 
universal kingdom, but it is not the same as the mediatory kingdom prophesied of in the Old 
Testament and which will be actualized in the Millennium. 
 
When the nation of Judah was conquered by the Babylonians, they were deported “lock, stock, 
and barrel.”  The idea behind “transferred” is that of deported.  We were removed from one 
country and placed in another.  When God rescued us, it meant four great things. 
 
1. It meant transference from darkness to light. 
2. It meant transference from slavery to freedom. 
3. It meant transference from condemnation to forgiveness. 
4. It meant transference from the power of Satan to the power of God. 14 
 

D. The Son redeemed us from sin’s debt (v. 14a) 
 
“When anybody heard the Greek word lutron, ransom it was natural for him to think of the 
purchase-money for manumitting slaves.”15   
 

E. The Son forgave us of sin’s guilt (v. 14b) 
 
Friend, as powerful as this passage is, it pales next to the following: The gift God gives cannot 
replace the giver of such gifts.  What follows next is to grab us and catapult us to the very 
height and depth of God’s person and work.  Even as we submerge ourselves in the goodness 
of God’s gracious provision, let us not stumble in the shadow, but let us push past His good 
gifts and sink ourselves deeply into the immeasurable depths of God’s Son. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. Are you focused on the person and work of Jesus Christ for your salvation and your 

sanctification? 
2. Have you made the Christian life your life or His? 
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3. Does your life align with your in Christ standing before the Father?  Remember, God’s 
opinion of you and actions toward you are not conditioned on alignment or misalignment. 

4. What do you need to change in your thinking and in your behavior?  Let your light shine 
before others so that they might see Christ and thus glorify your Father in heaven. 
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